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VPON THE 


ACCOUNT, te: 


8 of men to b publiſh their cranſacti- 
ons to the world, and this is ſo 
commonly done by both houſes of 
Parliament, the Royal Society, and 
has been lately practis'd by the 
Committee of Convocation, and the Committee 
of Thirteen, that no one can cenſure the Aſſembly 
for following ſuch examples, provided what 1s 
puliſd d by their Order is worthy to be communica- 
ted to the world. 
A great expectation is raiſed by thies times 
five and forty hands, and ſomewhat very extraor- 
j dinary one would think, muſt be uſher'd in by ſuch 


a ſolemnity. But I obſerie, that this is owning | 
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to either an affectation of pomp. in their firſt ap- 


pearance, or a deſire of ſpining out the account; 


for otherwiſe they might have ſpared the two 
laſt liſts of ſubſcribed names, they being only 


the firſt five and forty reprinted, and a ſingle 


line, or a ſubſcribituy ut ſupra, might have ſuper- 
ſeded the repetition. But I will not diſpute 
their right to publiſh their tranſactions in what 
form they pleaſe ; and I hope they will not be diſ- 


pleaſed with me, that I have taken the liberty of 


publiſhing my thoughts concerning them. The 
majority may determine within doors, but when 
they become authors, every one is made a judge, 


and may be allow'd to give his opinion. And I 


ſhall now give mine upon the three diſtin& parts 
of which their Account does conſiſt. 


TAI miniſters beg in their Account with what 
they call A * Declaration of their faith, 
ider the ſecond part of their 


performance, The Reſolution which immediately 
| Een we may well queſtion whether the decla- 
ration was as voluntary as they would have the 


world believe. Any action, may indeed be ſaid 


1705 be | in a ſenſe voluntary, which a man chooſes 
to do, all circumſtances conſider'd; but wliere 


he does not act from a conviction of the reaſon- 


ableneſs and goodneſs of the action itſelf, and is 


only moved by wordly hopes or fears to do 


that which he would otherwiſe chooſe to forbear, 


we hardly call that a voluntary action. If a pri- 


ſoner in the office of inquiſition makes a decla- 
ration to the ſatisfaction of his cruel judges, and 
the only reaſon why he makes it is, that he may 


procure his diſcharge ; his declaratien will not 
deſerve to be called voluntary, ' becauſe however 
he chooſes in thoſe circumſtances, yet he is com- 


pell'd to it by the fear of men. Juſt ſo this de- 


cla- 


N 

tlavation may be called voluntary, as twas what 
the miniſters choſe to do in their circumſtances; 
burt it may well be queſtion d, whether all that 
made it were voluntary in it, that is, whether 
they were not at all compelled by a worldly fear. 
Tis well known, that the dependance of the 
Diflenting miniſters, who in many places are not 
the beſt provided for of any men in the world, is 
upon the benevolence of the people, who are much 
under the influence of an aflembly ; nor is it 
hard for them to make the people diſlike a parti- 

_ cular miniſter and caſt him off. A few leading 
men of note ſhall be able oftentimes to do this, 
as we have ſeen lately in more inſtances than one; 
and when ſuch a body, as the united miniſters of 
Devon and Cernwal, ſhall reſolve upon doing what 
in them lies to turn out and ruin the ſmaller 

number who differ from them, it may juſtly be 
doubted whether ſuch a declaration is voluntarily 
made by all that ſet their hands to it. They 
who contrive, propoſe, and manage it with a 
| deſign to bear hard upon their brethren, are, no 
queſtion, voluntary in it; but my unfaſhionable 
charity will hardly allow me to ſuppoſe all the 
reſt were ſo. Several might be ſatisfied of the 
lawfulneſs of ſubſcribing, and might chooſe to do 
it, rather than expoſe themſelves to the angry 
reſentments of the mighty; while they yet The. 
lik'd the impoſing ſpirit, were griev'd to be com- 
pel'd to ſubſcribe, or to ſeem to concur in a de- 
ſign of expoling their. brethren, who had not a 
freedom to do as they could themſelves. This 
will not appear an unreaſonable ſuppolition to 
him that is acquainted with, and compares the 
conduct of ſome of the ſubſcribers at different 
times. Ihe miniſters who afterwards, pag. 9. 
complain of ſubtil exuivocations and ſyphiſtical arg u- 
„„ oaes 
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ments might have ſpared that complaint, unleſs 
they had acted a more ſincere part in the very 
entrance of their performance. 1 


LI not any imagine that none could be un- 
der the influence of worldly fears in ſubſcribing; 
theDeclaration, becauſe this was done before theRe- 
ſolution was taken. This reaſoning would be very 
weak, ſince every one knew what was the deſign of 
propoſing the Declaration, and what was given out 
before hand ſhould be done in the Aſſembly. But 
let every one judge of the ſincerity of their pro- 
ceedings as he ſees cauſe upon the whole: I go 
on. The title the united miniſters give their De- 
claration is, A volumary declaration of. their faith 
concerning the doctrine of the ſacred Trinity, as revealed 
in the holy ſcriptures : but in the Declaration it ſelf 
they ſay : We believe the doctrine of the ever bleſſed 
Trinity, as expreſy'd in the firſt Article of the Church of 
England, to be according to the holy ſcriptures. Tt 
 _Evexy one ſees, the expreſſion in the title, a 
revealed in the holy ſcriptures, is much ſtronger than 
that in the Declaration itſelf. I ſuppoſe they con- 
ſider d, that they could not find their notion of 
perſons, if they have any, to be revealed in the 
ſcriptures, and therefore ſoftned the expreſſion in 
the Declaration, by ſaying only they believed the 
doctrine to be according to the holy ſcriptures, It this 
was their reaſon, I can't ſee why they ſhould not 
have taken the ſame care in expreſſing themſelves 
in the title. But that which moſt offends me is, 
that they ſhoujd pretend with ſo much aſſurance, 
that the doctrine they ſubſcribe is revealed in, or is 
according to the ſcriptures ; and yet never ſo much 
as tell us thro their whole performance, where 
we are to find this in the holy ſcriptures, or ex- 
preſly cite one text for it. | 3 
| TOM Ja 4 
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7 TRE Declaration runs thus: We whoſe names 
are under written, to avoid the unjuſt charge of having 
departed from the commonly received faith in the Hol x 
TRINITT, do, for ourſelves, declare, That we believe 
the doctrine of the euer BIERSSEDTRNIN ITV, as ex- 
preſs d in the firſt Article of the Cnhuxch of ExnGLanD, 

to be according to the holy Scriptures. 77515 
T axx follows the Article: There is but one li- 
ving and true Go p, everlaſting, without body, parts, 
or paſſions ; of infinite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs ; 
the maker and preſerver of all things, both vifible and 
znvifible: and in the unity of. this godhead, there be 
three perſons, of one ſubſtance, power, aud eternity, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 


Ix the only reaſon of their ſubſcribing was that 
mention'd here by them; and they are very ſin- 
cere in pretending their concern to be, to avoid 
the unjuſt charge of having departed from the com- 
monly received faith, why were they not ſatisfied 
with ſubſcribing? What necd was there of the 

ſubſequent reſolution ? Is not the ſubſcription 
alone enough in order to their avoiding the unjuſt 
charge? Is it not manifeſt that they had ano- 
ther reaſon for what they did? Would it not 
have been much more ſincere, had they added that 
it was their intention alſo by this means to caſt a 

reproach. upon, and to ruin thoſe who would 

not regard that unjuſt charge, or think there was 

any neceſlity of taking the ſame method to avoid 

it? I have an utter averſion to a popiſh inqui- 

| fition, and to all the diſſembling ſhams, by which 
the methods of that office are coloured over and 

excuſed ; and to ſay the truth, I am the more 

„ backward to approve of the artful proceedings of 

the Aſſembly, becauſe they ſeem to me very much 

to reſemble thoſe of that office. This pretence 
pf men's being ſuſpected, or charged (tho' no 
Sh.” po Wit 


1 
rr . 


. 
witneſſes appear againſt them) and the neceſſity 
of their clearing themſelves, is what all inquiſitors 
lay hold of, and by virtue of it obje& articles a- 
gainſt thoſe whom they intend to deſtroy ; with 
Which trap they have caught and ruin'd thouſands. 
There are no men in the world, who can with a 
worſe grace ſet up for proceeding by an oath ex 
officio, than the Diſſenters, who pretend to be the 
fucceſſors of the old Puritans, who ſo freely de- 
clared againſt that method. _ Pets T1 
N Wade every man is at his liberty to judge 
. What regard he ought to pay to an unjuſt charge, 
and what time and method he ſhould chooſe to 
clear himſelf of it; nor is it reaſonable, when 
there is no evidence againſt him, to preſcribe to 
him. Burt if the avoiding unjuſt charges is a buſi- 
neſs that calls for ſo much advice of the Aſſem- 
bly; *twill be an eaſy thing for malicious enemies 
to advance ſo many unjult charges againſt them, 
as that they ſhall be able to do nothing elſe, when- 


* C 


ever ney mane-} of _ 

"Tr miniſters only aim at clearing themſelves, 
they will be ſatisfied when they have taken the 
courſe they judge moſt. expedient ; nor have I any 

1 thing to do with their uſing their. liberty; but if 

they will take up reſolationf againſt thoſe who like 

| another courſe better, this ſeems to me baſe and 
tyrannical. The grand queſtion in the preſent 
caſe is, or ought to be, Whether men receive the 
doctrine revealed in the ſcriptures ? Why then 
ſhould not he that is unjuſtly charged with not 
doing this, have his entire liberty of clearing him- 
ſelf, either by a poſitive denial of the charge, or 

by profeſſing his belief of the ſcripture doctrine 1n - 
ſcripture words? What right can others have to 

| Chooſe words for him, and preſcribe him the uſe | 

of them upon pain of their diſpleaſure ? There is a 


—— 


41 


great nicety in chooſing unſcriptural words to ex- 
preſs a man's faith, and ſet out a oreed; and it 
often happens that one man takes a particular word 


in ſuch a ſenſe, as that he can aſſent to a propoſi · 
tion wherein it is; while another who really be- 


lieves the very ſame thing, has yet ſuch a diffe- 


rent notion of the ſenſe of that word, that he can- 
not aſſent to the propoſition- i 


I was myſelf preſent a little while in their 
Aſſembly, and heard this Declaration propoſed, 
and thereupon ſpake to this effect: 
VM. Moderator, tho I am againſt ſubſcribing. 
© to any telts that are not ſcripture, yet I beg 


© leave to move one thing in the behalf of others 


_ © who may not be of my mind. The great ob- 


jection againſt ſcripture teſt is, that the words 


ol ſcripture are ambiguous: I move that when 
an unſcriptural teſt is propoſed, the ſame objec- 
© tion may be guarded againſt ; and particularly, 
© as the firſt Article of the Church of England is 
no propoſed to be ſubſcribed, I defire it may 
© be cleared from all ambiguity, by explaining the 


* word Perſons uſed in it, for I profeſs I do not 


* underſtand what is there the meaning of it. 

Lx the world judge, whether this was not a 
fair and reaſonable motion; and yet I could ob- 
tain no anſwer to it. Is it not a grand abſurdity, 


that men ſhould be required to ſubſcribe human 
words as expreſſing the ſenſe of the holy ſcriptures, 
without letting them know what thoſe human 


words mean ? How 'can a man tell whether the 


ſenſe of the article is revealed in the holy (crip- 
tures, if he does not know what is the ſenſe of the 
Fo ages E 
T'ysRE is ſomewhat very odd in the Poſt ſcript 
which they have added to the ſubſcribed names, 


B which 
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which I find all people are very ready to compare 
with another Poſtſcript in the laſt page of their 
account. Thus it runs: 7% Mr. Withers was, 

by the. providence of God, detained from the Aſſembly, 
and thereby prevented from joining with them; yer 


having lately ſatisfied his people, by aſſenting to thbe 


firſt article of the CHURCH of EnGianp, 
He conſents that the world ſhould be inform'd of his 


fincere adherence to the ſame principles. 


Ino the miniſters who are ſo much againſt 
equivocations, are not guilty of one in this 
place; and that they mean only, that he ſincerely 
adheres to the ſame principles he aſſented to be- 
fore, and not that he adheres to the ſame princi- 
ples in general with the aſſembly; by virtue of 
which they have ſet up an inquiſition. 
HOW EVER artfully they have here expreſs'd 
tbemſelves, that they may grace their cauſe with 
his truly valuable name; yet I am well aſſured by 
the many public and private declarations he has 
made, that tho' he can aſſent to a human form 
of words himſelf, he abhors the thoughts of im- 
poſing it on others, or judging ſuch as do not 
think fit to concur with him therein. I could 
never hear it pretended, that he has alter'd his 
mind in this reſpect, and have too good an opi- 
nion of him to ſuſpect it. And as he aſſented be- 
fore to the article, ſo he now conſents to the giving 
the world this information, upon much importu- 
nity, 1 ſuppoſe, uſed with him; for I dare ſay he 
haas no deſire himſelt to have his name appear in 
their ſquabble. , ee e ee eee 
I nave done with the firſt part of their pro- 
ceedings, and go on to the ſecond: Their Reſolu- 
tion with reſpect to the admiſſion of perſons to preach as 
candidates, to be ordained, and recommended to congre- 
2 P gations. 


1 +, 
ations. And this is expreſs d in theſe words: Ve 
who have ſubſcribed and declared cur aſſent to the farſt 
Article M the ChurRcn of EnGLanp (4 


claiming all juriſdiction over other mens conſciences ) 


do likewiſe, for ourſelves, farther declare, That we 
cannot in conſcience give our approbation of any perſon's 
being admitted to preach as a candidate, or to be or- 
.dained, or recommended by us ts any congregation, un- 
leſs, he profeſſeth his aſſent to the aboveſaid article: or 
T0. the anſwers to the v. and vi. Queſt ions of the As- 


SUHBL V Shorter Catechiſm, viz. v. Thereis but 
one only the living and true God. vi. There are 


three perſons in the godhead, the Father, the 


Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three are 


one God, the ſame in ſubſtance, equal in power, 


and glory: Or to the collective ſenſe of the laſt Sep- 
tember Aſſembly, viz. That there is but one living 
and true God, and that the Father, Word, and 


Holy Ghoſt, are that one God. 3 
Inox I ſhall not incur any grievous cenſure, 
if I queſtion the ſincerity of their diſclaiming all 


Juriſdiction over other mens conſciences. Indeed I 


cannot but think they aſſume ſuch a juriſdiction, 

at the ſame time they pretend to diſclaim it; and 

= / they will oblige the world I believe, as well as my 
elf, if the next time they meet, they will take care 
to avoid the charge J bring againſt them, of doing 

all they poſſibly can, in their preſent circumſtances, 

to aſſume a juriſdictiou over other mens conſciences, 

and of not acting a ſincere part, while they diſſem- 

ble their aſſuming thar juriſdiction. But it will 


publiſh a declaration, ſor the clearing themſelves 
of this charge; ſince the evidence appears ſtrong 
an them from matter of fact. Here's a form 
of words to be aſſented to, not by virtue of any 


be neceſſary for them to do ſome what more than 
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cn) 
command of God, nor upon the evidence of clear 
and convincing reaſons, for the Aſſembly has never 
ventur'd to produce any ſuch ; but upon meer 
authority, and the dint of a majority of votes of 
fallible men, who take upon them to define truth 
and error; and this is done under all the penal- 
ties which the Aſſembly. is able to inflit. They 
have not indeed the ſecular power to enforce their 
determinations ; but there is no fort of compul- 
ſive methods which they can, and yet do not, uſe. 
The deſign of all their proceedings within doors, 
is evidently to fix an odium upon all thoſe who will 
not tamely ſubmit their underſtandings to their 
preſcribed declarations ; and tis notorious, that 
the managers have without doors uſed all the art 
they are maſters of, to blacken and defame them : 
they have branded them with the name of Arians ; 
and when they could not oppreſs them by the 
aſſiſtance of the magiſtrate, they have endeavour'd 
to do it by the power of the mob; and the courſe 
they have taken has been well calculated to ſet 
the ſenſeleſs wretches upon inſulting us in the 
very ſtreet, where we have been moſt judiciouſly 
confuted as the world now goes. I would not be 
uncharitable, but yet hope I may give ſuch mi- 
niſters a hint that may be of ſervice to them in 
their conduct, if they will regard it. They will 
in my judgment act more prudently, by being more 
ſparing in their reproaches ; becauſe the world 
will be apt to ſuſpect, that they who are fo indu- 
ſtrious to procure us the trial of cruel mockings, 
would not boggle much at getting us honour'd 
with the trial of ſcourgings, yea moreover, of bounds 
and impriſonments. )) 


I nA yet ſomewhat more to add upon this 
head, and that js, That when they abuſe TIO 
2s | l eee ©} ea and 


and truſt lodg d in them by God, to enforce any 
thing upon mens conſciences, for which they have 
not a divine warrant, they really claim a juriſdic- 
tion over mens conſciences. I will endeavour to 
make the people ſenſible of the truth of what I ſay, 
by putting 'a cafe wherein they are concern d 
themſelves, and then I ſhall try whether they will 
not perceive it in the caſe of miniſters — 
Lex us then conſider the caſe of the people 
with reference ro miniſters. 'I ſuppoſe miniſters | 
_ entruſted with the care of the people, and the 
_ judging whom, according to the ſcriptures, they 
are to admit to the communion of the church: 
and while they require no more of the people, as 
terms of communion, than God does in the ſcrip- 
tures, they really claim no juriſdiction over the 
conſciences of the people; but if they ſtretch their 
authority, inſiſting upon unſcriptural terms, and 
rejecting thoſe who will not ſubmit to them, this 
is, I think, an actual claiming juriſdiction over 
their conſciences. What tho they dont fine, im- 
priſon, ſcourge, or hang men; yet if they take 
upon them to inflict ſpiritual penalties in caſes 
wherein God has not preſcribed them, they ma- 
nifeſtly aſſume a juriſdiction over conſcience, even 
tho? in words they ſhould diſclaim it at the fame 
time. Spiritual penalties ought: to be eſteem'd 
the moſt grievous among chriſtians ; and who- 
ever by them pretends to enforce his own, and 
not the ſcripture faith, is moſt notoriouſly liable 
to this heavy charge I am ſpeaking of. It a pri- 
vate chriſtian has a right to the communion of 
the church, by virtue of his believing and practi- 
ſing what God has made neceſſary in the ſcrip- 
ture; a miniſter by debaring him the commu- 
nion for not believing or practiſing ſome what 
a. | more, 


(5 


more, really puniſhes, | him for that as a crime; 
certainly where ever men claim a power to 


puniſh for what God has not made a crime; 5 
| ahey, mu Flaim a  Juriſdiion over the oo 


ae WILL not. be Tafficicat here to \ ſay, that D 
miniſter only judges of his own acts. For .as 
' miniſter is a public perſon, his a&s in ſuch —4. 
are the peoples privileges, granted them by God, 
ey by his ſuſpending only his -own act, he, as 
mp as in him lies, robs them of thoſe privileges, 
never ought to be deny'd to any, who pro- 

2 2 7 faith and live in obedience to the rules of 
the ſcriptures. And that miniſter certainly claims 
an authority to command a perſon to aſſent to an 
: byman | orm of words, that is to an human faith, 
who denies him ohriſtian, communion for not aſ- 

enting to it; and e that claims an authority to 
command mers aſſent. to an human faith, do's in 
my apprehenſion claim a juriſdiction over their 
| conſciences. r 

Lr it not be here objected, 'thar r no preju- 
dice. is done to a private chriſtian, becauſe if one 
miniſter refuſes him, he may apply to another 
who is of his own ſentiments. 12 who think 
to. juſtify their conduct by ſuch a plea, ſeem ty 
_ little conſider d, that our Saviour's deſign was 
that his people ſhould all make but onè commu- 
nion, and that every miniſter in denying perſons 
communion, ought to behave himſelf juſt in the 
ſame manner as he would do, if the communion 
ol his own church were the only one in the world 
to which perſons could be admitted. = 
I hope what I have ſaid hitherto is enongh to 
ſatisfy the people when a juriſdiction is claim'd by 
miniſters over their conſciences. I will now pro- 


ceed 


1 
ceed to enquire. whether the ſame judgment is 
not to be form d with reference to the ordinati- 
on of miniſters, When unſcriptural terms are ro- 
quired of hamm 17240 
1 'is generally agreed to be the will of God 1 
that there ſhould be miniſters iii his, church, WhO 1 
ſhould perform ſacred [offices for the good of his ü 
people; he inclines the hearts of perſons to be 
willing to undertake. this work, and to ſpend theit 
time in preparing and qualifying themſelves for it; 
and he endows, them himſelf with gifts in order 
to it; and he has ſpecified in his Word the quali- 
fications of ſuch as are to be ordain d to it. The 
queſtion then is: It the ordainers inſiſt upon ſuch 
qualifications as God has never required, are they 
not chargeable with aſſuming a juriſdiction over 
men's conſciences? God has, for inſtance, requir d 
that the perſons to be ordain d ſhould held. faſt the 
faithful word. But what word is that? Is it not 
his oun? Where has God made it a neceſſary 
qualification of a perſon to be ordain'd, that he 
| ſhould hold fait the firſt article of the church of 
England, the fifth vr ſixth article of the Aſſem- 
bly's ſhorter catechiſm, c? Suppoſe a man on- 
ly doubts whether the wording theſe human com- 
poſures is agreeable to the holy ſcriptures, and 
cannot ſubſcribe them, becauſe he can't tell what 
they mean by the word perſons; is he therefore to 
be retuſed ordination? Can this be done without 
laying a man under a great hardſhip ? Can any 
one doubt whether it be a hardſhip, for a man, 
when he has ſpent the beft of his time in preparing 
for the miniſtry, and has loſt it as to his quality- 
ing himſelf for any worldly imployment, for him, 
I ſay, then to be rejected, and ſent to learn ano- 
ther way of living, meerly becauſe he believes not 
man's 
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man's words, tho? he believes God's? Can ſuch a 
| hardſhip as this be laid upon men, without claim- 
ing a juriſdiction over their con{ciences ? Can the 
ſubſcribing the words of a convocation or aſſem- 
bly be impoſed upon men, without a claim of a 
juriſdiction ſome where over conſcience ? That 
this is impoſed is evident. I demand then by virtue 
of whoſe juriſdiction over the conſciences of men 
1s it impoſed? Is it by virtue of the juriſdiction of 
God ? If that is pretended, let it be ſhewn, where 
God has in his word requir'd ſuch a ſubſcription, 
But if that cannot be ſhewn, it muſt be acknow- 
ledg d that it can only be requir'd by virtue of a 
juriſdiction, which the impoſers pretend to over the 
conſciences of others. e ies 
Tu practice of the Papiſts, and their way of 


_ defending themſelves, is ſo like to what we now 


often hear of, that I cannot but put the reader in 
mind of it. The Proteſtants charge the Papiſts 
with impoſing a ſingle life upon the clergy; and 
they endeavour to prove that the character the 
_ apoſtle gives of the apoſtacy of the latter times, 
that they forbid to marry, belongs to them. But 
how do the Papiſts anſwer? Tis a falſe charge, 
{ſay they, upon us; for we forbid none to marry, 
whoever is diſpoſed to marry may follow his incli- 
nation; nor does our church compel them to take 
orders, or to vow a ſingle life; we only judge of 
our own acts, and cannot approve of their ordina- 
tion, unleſs they conſent to vow the leading a 
ſingle life; but the vow is their own, and they 
make a voluntary declaration of it, without any ex- 
ternal force to compel them to it. Tis true when 
they have made the vow, every one knows how 
ſacred that is, and what a ſevere puniſhment the 
breach of it deſerves ; but 'tis evident we do not 
fg . a 


41431). 


in all chis claim a juriſchction over elles 
of others, we only act according to our own con- 

ſciences, and judge, for our ſ ebves, ho are 91 

perſons: for us to ordain, Oc. 

Jus thus do our — orocetdis Fed 

will venture to ſay,” that the ſame kind of reaſon- 


ing that will juſtify their impoſition, will not 


only juſtiſy the - impoſitiobs of any proteſtant 


church, but even of ond church of Ae itſelf. 
For if more may be impoſed upon the faith or 


practice of — hong or people, than the ſcrip- 
tures do require, and the Diſſenting miniſters 
have a right to judge. what ſhall be impoſed 


upon them; I cannot imagine why the miniſters 


of any other church, and particularly of the 
church of Rome, may not equally claim the ſame 
power. Nor can I ſee where men can ſt 


once they quit the principles of liberty: and ac- 


| cording. to my approhenſions, either no human 
impolicions i in matters of religion can be defend- 


ed, or elſe all muſt be juſtified. Why may not 


the church of England for inſtance, as well inſiſt 
upon miniſters ſubſcribing all the thirty nine 
| Articles, Oc. as the Diſſenters upon their ſubſcrib- 
ing the firſt ? I ſuppoſe: honeſt John Fox, the 


Mart yrologiſt, muſt have loſt his reputation very 


much with the forty five Subſcribers. He uſed 
to be applauded for his brave ſpirit, when being 
required to ſubſcribe, he pulled his Greek Teſta- 
ment out of his pocket, and made a truly volur- 
tary and noble declaration, that he would ſubſcribe 
to that, but to nothing eiſe. Certainly he was 


an arch-heretic and hid ſome bad . under 


any —_ peg | 
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TI had been preſent at the forming the 


Jelves, farther declare,” That we cannot in 


7 18 V. 


II EXE is another ching that I ſhould hows 
Aſſembly to have cleared to me, if 
Reſolution, 
before I ſhould have ſubſcribed, had I been ever 
ſo muchi inelined to concur with them in it. No 
doubt they could have ſatisfied me; but Town 
if 1 had met with What they ſay in a com- 
mon aurhor, without forty five venerable names 
at the bottom, I ſhould woe a lirtle ſorupled the 
Egli. Thus they ſpeak: Ve do lilewiſe, fir our 


conſcience 


give our approbatioa of any per ſou's being admitted i to 


preach a candidate, or to be ordained; or recom- 


© mended by us to any congregation, unleſs he profeſſeth 
his Aſſem, &c. Now my difficulty is, chat 1 


LY 


cant certainly tell ro what we are to join thoſe 


words, recommended by us; to make the ſenſe eaſy 
and ſmooth; which 
took care of, eſpecially 


yet no doubt ſo many miniſters 
when they intended to 

print the Reſolution. Are e to take the words 
thus: Ve cannot in conſcience give our approbation 
f any er ſou” s being recommended by us? or thus : We 


cannot in conſcience give our approbation of..any perſon's 
being admitted to be recommended by us? The turn of 


the expreſſion is ſo very odd, when taken either 


of theſe ways, that for the ſake of the Subſcribers 


I puzzled my ſelf for ſome time to find out a third, 


till 1 found it was paſt my still. I hope, next time 


they think fit to publiſh their reſolutions, they 
will adapt them a little more to vulgar capacities, 
that they may be able to underſtand them eaſily, 
without welding for another Aſſembly to e 


chem. 115 
As to the things to be fubleribed; 1 own I 


cannot fubſcribe eicher of the Wo firſt, vix· the 


. 


. 
ths 88 the, Anſwers in the Catechiſm, . 
two reaſons already hinted. 1. Becauſe I dont 
underſtand what is ee by the word ge erſous, as 
it is uſed in both. 2. Becauſe ſince. I have un- 
derſtood my chriſtian liberty, better than I did 


ſome years ago, I am utterly. againſt ſubſcribing 


any teſts that are not expreſs d in ſcripture words. 
This latter reaſon prevents my ſubſcribing the 
chllective ſenſe (as they call it) of the laſt Septem- 


ber Aſſembly, which leaves out the word perſons. 


However. I cannot but here obſerve. to the rea- 


der, that the vote of that Aſſembly. is not exactly 
expreſs d; for thus it ſtands in the book: "Tis 7 
; che general ſenſe of this Aſſembly, That there is 


but one living and true God, and that the 
Father, Son, and | Holy. Ghoſt, are the one 
God. But now th * alter d it, and i in- 
ſtead of Syn have put 22 d. I ſuppoſe this al- 
reration is to favour. ſome, who are reported to 
have aſſerted, that Chriſt. is only called the Son 


f God, upon the account of his incarnation and 


reſurrection. But they would have done well to 
conſider before they yielded to them, tha at it will 
ſound odd. 475 ſuppole the Father, Chriſt as in- 
carnate and raiſed from. the dead, and the holy 
Ghoſt, to be the one 6 

who build their notion upon the baptiſmal form. 


J am glad there is no ſuch poſtſcript to this 
5 or to the third ſubſcription, as there 1 is to 


the firſt. The, publiſhers, are beſt able to give 


the reaſon, which, for ny part, I reſolve not to 


inquire e. wn bh 


1 ſhall, now procced to 98 der the Letter, 


which I am ſenlible would have been written 
With much more ſtrength of reaſon, a and fairneſs 


$61 of 


od; as yet they muſt do, 
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of repreſentation, had it not been for the extraor- 
dinary zeal Which tranſported them. I hope, 
due allowances will be made for their eireum- 


ſtances by all perſons of candour, and that they 


themfelves will ſhew a much better temper next 


to publiſh their proceedings to the world. 


time they meet, at leaſt next time they think fit 


Ius title declares it to be à Letter F Advice, 


to ; the people of their reſpect iue congregations,” &. 
[By which Cc. are meant the congregations of 


thoſe who refuſe to ſubſcribe] to -aghere fedfaſtly 
to the received doctrine of the ever bleſſed Trinity] And 
the chief reaſon the people muſt ſubmit to in this 


Letter, ſeems to me to be couched in that expreſ- 
fon of the received doctxine; ſor there is not one 


text of ſcripture quoted to ſupport that received 


doctrine; only twice mention is made of our being 


| baptiz'd into the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt; which is far from being a clear proof 
that the received doctrine is a truth, or a truth of 
as great importance as they would make it. mT 
_ ought to have alleg'd ſome poſitive ſcripture af- 


ſertions of their doctrine; and of the neceſſity of 
believing it, if they would have convinced people's 


judgments, rather than impoſed upon their credu- 


lity. Nor can they complain for want of room 
for this; ſince they might eaſily have inſerted ſuch 


texts, if they knew were to find them, and yet 
have contrived their Letter into as ſhort a form 
as it now appears in, by leaving out many texts 


which they have put in, tho they are, as they 
now ſtand, nothing to the purpoſ 6. 
Warn a marter of truth 1s concern'd, the faireſt 
way is to make it clear by argument; and it car- 
ries in it a ſhew of ſome diſtruft of the evidence 


6229 5 
men have for a pretended truth, when they quit 
all pretence to argument, and betake themſelves 
to à childiſh; way of . and applying 
general expreſſions inſtea - for theſe, till the 
point is cleared to be a truth, may equally ſerve on 
either ſide. And yet this is the caſe as to every 
text of ſcripture which they have thought fit to 
mention. I am ſorry men of their character 
ſhould countenance ſuch a uſe of the ſcriptures, . 
and make them ferve to ſtir men's paſhons, wich- 
out working upon their underſtandin 
_ I KEMEMBER'T have obſerved the ente 
vas taken by the Papiſts at the time of the Re- 
formation, who uſed to write letters of the ſame 
kind to the Proteſtants, and; ply'd the topic of 
the received doctrine, and dangerous and pernicious 
errours ; and pick d out general and moving ex- 
preſſions of the ſcripture, turning them againſt 
the Proteſtants, juſt as the Aſſembly has Army 1 
Only they had an advantage above the Aſſembly 
in one thing, viz. that whereas the Aſſembly are 
aſham'd to plead profeſſedly for an implicit faith, 
and the making any thing beſide the ſcriptures: 
the ſtandard of our faith; rhe Papiſts who avow'd, 
. thoſe principles, could with 810 more decency 
and conſiſtency endea vour to eſtabliſh them. Tis 
evident that they both agree in this, that be- 


lieving the ſcriptures'is nos ſufficient, unleſs men 
believe as the church believes. And tis very re- 


markable, that one of theſe miniſters, and an emi- 
nent one too, has lately declared for a faith in the 
pa church, (See Mr. Eveheigh's Vindicat. Prej. 
p. 9.) Which uſed to be nee topic formerly 
with the Ar en writers... 1 — 

Y, | H £ 


(22). 
2 E ae this Lene is evridentiy to preju- 
dice people aguinſt our perfons, books, and dottrines, 
who would not ſubſcribe with them; not the leaſt 
hint is given that our doctrines ſhould be exa- 
mined ard tried, bud rather mira + TOP Warn 6 
againſt hearing uus. f 5 
TRE examp We od ee is now 0 
pily forgot, cho when- the controverſy lay —4 
other impoſers i it uſed to be of ſignal 2 and 
advice is given to chriſtians not to hear us, inſtead 
of. adviſing” them to ſearch thei ſcriptures, to ſee 
Whether the things we ſay are agreeable to them. 
Suck a letter as 1 fuvour'd the world 
wick, if it had bern univerſally regarded, would 
have effectually prevented tha ſpreading of not 
ory the 2 but even chriſtianity, at 
the firſt preaching of it. But they prudently con- 
ſider d, oe the wiſeſt er oy _ 
jadge before they bear us, what we fuy. 
pa us without doubt would have been 
—.— and therefore all the warm and moving 
expreſſions” which their invention ſuggeſted are 
rurm d to raiſe an indignation againſt us. A 
tragical outery is made of the propagation and in- 
creaſe of great and dangerous errors; {ome are com- 
plain d £ as perverting the faith, and ouerthrowing 
the hope of chriſtiaus; p. 8. And yet not one of the 
miniſters whom they deſign to render odious, can 
be charged with delivering any one error; the 
_ utmoſt they have to ſay againſt me the moſt ob- 
noxious of all, being, thar I have. declared for a 
| ſubordination of the Son to the Father. 
Ins TEA PD of bringing any charge againſt the 
miniſters, they cite two treatiſes; and if the mi- 
niſters Mould not —— to agree with them, hare 
have 


25 j ( 23 9 | | 

are made an outcry againſt them. for nothing t 
They know well enough the miniſters ney 
Joctared tor the notions of the latter author, nor 
"2 has any one of them, chat I. can learn, « yer ul 


the word created concerning the San or Spirit ; ſo 


that the citing him was only. to. raiſe anger 
prejudice againſt them without any. cauſe. T 


e 
_ -tarmer. paſlage, is ſet down. as tho. it were. 


wards of the Letter 10 4 Difſepter, tho" upon g- 
ſulting the page refer d to, I gan. only find 188 


; WOL -xpeted, that five and foi 
perſons were enow to rale care that an A 22 
| AJhould have been fairly cited Bt + 


miniſters who were to grace the, recommend tion 


of an implicit faith were willing to ſer the peo 
an example of it in themſel ves, and Ak Ly A taok 
the word of thoſe few who. « ew. Lets 
But ler that be as it will, what 4 th ml bers 


concern d in this citation? vx 


0 eſire to guard againſt all errors Run, no 
rinity, there would have been. PRI FR 0 
5 of ſome. of 8 and the 


have been Warn 1 the n e ty 805 fo 2 
e 


lay, that, before, incarnation, .. the Son was 


the Father, and the Father the MY 3. that 


Chriſt was che Son of God only upon the account 


of his incaruation and reſurtection; that the 


Father was incarnate and ſuffer d. Theſe In 


dhe dark ages of the primitive church Would 
have been counted blaſphemous; but now they 


are trifles, which. it ſeems people need not be 


Warned to beware of, tho? tis Well known they 


y have been vented. 
How eaſy had tc 13 for "hols of the Slicer 
"fic de to have dreſs d N tine a Letter as this, by 
Putins 
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putting g thels & errors in the Aoi! wif acquainting 
the 2 what they are to underſtand is 10 f0 mig *% 
ed by thoſe who'avow the grand affertion of rheſe 
Gentlemen, who glory in their orthodoxy, namely, 
that the Father, Son, and Spirit are not diſtinguiſh d, 


13 that the doctrine of the Father's ſending he 


Son to be the Saviour of the world, and of both 
their ſending the Holy Spirit, is not to be received? 
then How rarely might they have gone on 
with almoſt all the reſt of the Tetter, every text 


* as fit to ſerve them as thoſe who now uſe 


8 v zr e 400 fephiftical arguments 


; are eaſily” complain d of, and the talk of them 


may ſerve a turn, 'when there is no inſtance given. 
1 defire no better evidence of men's being guilry 
of theſe things, than ſome paſſages in this paper, 
' and the account they uſe to give of ſuch texts s 
Va e e ee 5 
Trzy hy; They heartily pity and pray for gene | 
tba are fallen into ſuch dangerous errors, and ſhall by 
; at chriſtian methods ſeek their recovery. The chri- 
"tian methods hitherto taken have been reviling, 
llandering, ſetting up an inquiſition, and all the 
, Ways of injuſtice and violence which were in their 
wer; and even the very prayers they talk of 
ve been adapted to inflame men's paſſions; and 
. worſt rancour has been utter d, when men 
= to have been moſt free from all bitterneſs 
wrath. I hope when they grow cooler, theß 


will think fit to pray more like men that are 
ſenſible they are as liable to miſtake as their ? 
-neighbours, and who remember that the wrath of 5. 
man ee, not the ee 5 mo 


Tur 


625 a LI W | 
"Taxy preſently ay: He could approve ours _— 
7 to be Faicbfal, to. Chriſt or your. fo ouls, if we did 
not moſt ſeriouſly uarn and exhort you. to tale heed Mi 
7 all ſuch penſaus, and avoid their pernicious errors, 

And yet not one error has been yet prov'd 1 
upon the perſons they deſign to warn people - 4 
'gainſt] which ur plainly diſcern to be ſuch as enter 
into the vitals of chriſtianity, make a change as tio 
the obje# of worſhip, alter the nature of Chriſt's | | 
-Jatisfattion, and tend to ſhake your faith in the ho- irh 
ty ſcriptures. Such groſs falſhoods are palm'd "i 
upon the world, under the atteſtation of five i 
and forty hands. > There is not a word of this 
true. There is no opinion that we hold, that 
does in the leaſt touch the witals of chriſtianity 
for as the vitali of chriſtianity mult neceſſarily lie 
in ſuch things as are plaiuly. revealed, and as have 
a a certain-influence upon the virtues of the chri- 
ian life, we defy theſe miniſters to name us 

any ſuch, that we do not as readily and cordially _— 
receive as themſelves. Let them ſhew, if they can, nn 
that we disbelieve any part of the chriſtian re- 
velation, or neglect any of the duties required 2 
therein. Whatever leads men to neglect Juſtice # 
and mercy, certainly ſtrikes at the vitals of 4 
chriſtianity; and that a pretended . orthodoxy (| 
has had this effect upon lome men, is now viſt 1 
ble to all the world. 


AND pray where is the change, e i as to 2 1 
29 of worſhip? To whom has Chriſt order d 4 
us to direct our worſhip, but to the Father? Sce it 
Matt h. vi. G, g. Aud is it not the practice of all to 1 
direct their -prayers to him? We declare we id 
bow our knees to the Cod and Father of cur Lord 2» 
Jeſus Chriſt 3 to him we come by the only me- =_ 


diator the Lord Chriſt, thro" whom we have acceſs | 
: 2 one Spirit unto the Father. If our brethren hays 4 
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a other object of worſhip, and don t conſider 5 
the Father as the ultimate object, upon whom 
all their worſhip is to terminate; they are the 
N who have alter'd the object of worſhip, 
om what is perpetually recommended to us in 
the ſcriptures. * 
Ap hoy is it that we alter ne Chriſt's s 
 Jatisfattion ; If we heed not the abſurd reaſon- 
ings of men, about which the ſcriptures are 
. wholly ſilent, but take up with the plain account 
Which the ſcriptures give us of Chriſt's death as 
a a propitiation for our ſins, as tis well known 
we do; can we be ſaid 10 alter the nature of Chriſt's 
 ſatisfaftion ?* Where does the ſcripture talk of 
the infinite evil of fin, and its deſerving infinite 
miſery as the puniſhment of it? Where does it 
teach us to fetch our explications of the ſatis- 
faction of Chriſt from thoſe conceits of men, 
vho have really expos'd chriſtianity, while ti 
| haye been fo officious to improve it? 
Ax p ho is it, that we ſhake peoples faith in 
the holy ſcriptures? Does our urging them to take 
the ſcriptures as the only rule of their faith, and 
to ſtudy them with the utmoſt care; to receive 
nothing but what they find deliver'd in them, and 
to receive every thing which appears to be re- 
| vealed therein: do theſe things, I ſay, tend to 
| ſhake their faith in the holy ſcriptures ? Iſhould. 
think they tend to ſhake peoples faith in the 
ſcriptures, who treat them as tho” they did not 
ſufficiently expreſs what our faith muſt be; who 
will not be content with mens believing the 
ſcriptures, but lead them to Articles, Catechiſms, 


and a collective ſenſe of an Aſſembly ; and that are 


well pleaſed, if you will ſubſcribe the words 
of men, and take the doctrines of chriſtianity 
| upon: truſt from them. SE 
| 'T H r | 
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Tu v next adviſe people to mark them which cauſe 
diviſions and offences, contrary to the doftrines they 
have learned. But not a word to put them upon 
conſidering from whom they learned them. I 
think all people ſhould be taught to try the doc- 


trines they have learned, and to ſearch the ſcrip- 


tures to ſee whether they can find thoſe doctrines 
contain'd in them. But the mentioning of that 
might be dangerous, and is therefore prudently 
waved. The world may eaſily judge, who they 
are that cauſe offences and diviſions. I am ſure, 
on our fide, we have us'd the greateſt caution to 
avoid them; we are eaſy with all that will be eaſy 
with us; nor is there one thing they are able to 
charge us with. I ſhould think this text of 
ſcripture is much more juſtly applicable to them 
who will quarrel with us, divide from us, and ex- 
aſperate people againſt us, not for our ſaying any 
thing amiſs, but for our not ſaying what they, 


according to their ſovereign authority, would 


have us. Let a righteous God judge on which 
| fide the blame of the offences and diviſions 
Tux go on adviſing, to hold faſt the form of ſound 
words: by which I ſuppoſe they mean thoſe they 
afterwards call the ſound ſummaries of their faith, p. 
12. But the form of ſound words St. Paul ſpeaks of, are 
the words which Timothy had heard of him, and not 
the Articles of the Church of England, or the Aſ- 
ſembly's Catechiſm. We know no form of ſound 


* words we are bound to hold faſt but the ſcriptures; 


and, we hope we hold thoſe as faſt as our brethren 
can do for their hearts; however, upon occa- 
ſion, they can artfully inſinuate the contrary. 
- THEIR next advice is to CONTEND EAR- 
NESTLY (but ſoberly and ckriſtianly) for the 
faith, as it was once delivered to the ſaints, I ſup- 
„ %%% 


e 
* 28 y 
+ the: giving us names of wen is one of 


the chriſtian ways of contending they would re- 
commend; or elſe they would: not themſelves: 


have ſo eagerly practis'd it. But I would fain 
know, whether they would have the people con- 


tend for the faith, as it was once delivered in 


the ſcriptures, or as it was once deliver d in the 
Articles, or in the Catechiſm. What an amazing 
abſurdity is it, that men muſt be put upon con- 
tending earneſtly for the Creeds of _ OO 
of the holy ſcriptures > oþ 

Bu r they go on nobly: That you 10 neuer le 
a1 'd' with to QUIT the GOOD | FOUND 4+ 
TION, aun which "ALONE we apprehend your” 
nop ESS CAN BE ESTABLISHED. And 
are we not come to à fine paſs, when the 


good and only foundation of chriſtians hopes 


Is ſomewhat, which cannot be expreſs'd in the 


words of the Holy Ghoſt, but muſt, be fetch'd 


| from a Convocation; or Aſſembly This is the: 
ſober and chriſtian way of contending, which! 
they would recommend, confidently to tell men 
their own notion is the OI T FOUND A- 
110 N wherein they moſt worthily imitate . the 


papiſts uncharitableneſs, as well as their plea for 


an implicit faith; HT 
Bor they ſay, that this faith the chriſtian 
churches have agreed and centred in, throughout al- 
moſt. all the ages of chriſtianity.- But I would be 
glad to be inform'd; whether.'thoſe ages, which 


are excepted in the word almoſt; are not the 


firſt and beſt, and more worthy to be regarded 


than the antichriſtian ages that follow'd them. 
I can find their fa ith to have been received be 


fore the fourth century, if it was then. 1. ſup- 


poſe all thoſe who differ d from the reputed or- 
thoden councils are not to be reckoned. chriſtian 
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churches, that ſo there may be ſome truth in this 
aſſertion. And no doubt they who have a right 
to lay a foundation beſide the ſcriptures, are 
the proper perſons to tell who are built upon it. 
And what a miſerable uncertainty muſt the poor 
people, who know nothing of former ages, be left 
at, if they muſt govern their faith by the agree- 
ment of churches, and not ſolely by the holy 
ſcriptures? But ſuch arguments muſt ſerve 1 
cauſe, men are reſolv d to maintain, when they 
ue, 1 mint 0 OO 09 1 DRE 
As weak is the laſt, That God H his Holy 
Spirit hath own d and ſucceeded this faith, to the 
comfort and ſalvation of vaſt multitudes. If they 
mean, that vaſt multitudes, who receiv'd that 
faith, have been comforted and ſaved, we are' 
not ſo: uncharitable; as to make the leaſt doubt 
5 of it. But We may, upon the ſame reaſon, re- 


\ 


| ceive an Antinominn faith, if we will go by ſuch 


a rule. Mens value of the holy ſcriptures 
will not be raiſed by miniſters taking ſo little 
notice of them. _ FFF 
Ir affetts us, ſay they, moſt nearly to reſtect 
upon the ſad eſtate of the church of God in our day- 
And ſo it may well, when they conſider the 
fiery and uncharitable zeal, which threatens the 
ruin of it by diviſions and factions. I wiſh they 
had not themſelves contributed* to the calamity. b 
ſer ſo many members of it corrupted from the ſimplicity ' 
that is in Chriſt : I hope they mean thoſe who 
cannot be contented with that ſimplicity that 
appears in the Goſpel, but muſt bring in ſchool. 
terms into the chriſtian faith, and make new arti- 


| cles of faith. and ſo ready to ſuck in unſound doc- 


trines, very repugnant to the myſtery of godlineſs. Let 

this be 2 as well as aſſerted. The myſtery 
of godlineſs we believe, whatever we tier? 

7) oo RR, Tl 
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of that myſtery which they are pleas d to obtude 


upon us without ſcripture proof. contrary to the 
unity of the godhead. That is marvellous, I con- 
feſs, when we are as expreſs in aſſerting the uni- 


ty of the godhead as can be, and are chriſ- 


.tians of St, Paul's ſort, to whom there is but 


one God the Father. and derogatory to the ho-. 
nour of our glorious Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit. 
Our glorious Redeemer did not think it dero- 
gatory to his own honour, for him to prefer 
before it the honour of him that ſent him; and 


we have no reaſon to think he will reſent our 


following his example herein. Nor did the Ho-. | 
ly Ghoſt think it derogatory to his own honour | 
to be ſent by the Father and the Redeemer, | 
which, in my apprehenſion, beſpeaks him to | 
be ſubordinate to both. But are theſe mini 
ters infallibly ſure, that they do not derogate 
from the honour of the Father, while they make 

him only equal to the Son and Spirit, tho' the 
general tenor of the Bible ſeems to look plain- 


Iy another way? 


AND it will render us almoſt void of comfort, if | 
we ſhould ſee you depart from the unity of faith through- 
out the churches, and to renounce the wholeſome prin- 8 | 
ciples of our common chriſtianity; which God forbid. 
It would be grievous indeed, to ſee men depart 
from that unity of faith, which the ſcriptures 
require to be throughout the Churches; but 
whatever fly inſinuations theſe miniſters may. 
offer to the world, we are ſure we have not de- 
parted from this unity; nor is there any one 
principle of chriſtianiry we have renounced ; and 
we hope we have as much right, as they can have, 
to fix what the principles of common chriſtianity _ 
are; and that people will not take their word 
fox a thing's being ſuch a principle, becauſe they 
LY FF Et are 
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ate pleaſed to declare it to be ſuch, tho they 
dont tell us where we are to find it in our 
VW heartily join with them in intreating peo- 
ple to watch and ſtand faſt in the Lord, and to hold 
the myſtery of the faith in a pure conſcience. And 
the next text we would eſpecially recommend 
to people, becauſe we conceive it level'd againſt 
creed-makers, who would ſupplant” the apoſto- | 
lical doctrine. And therefore we intreat people 
to continue in that doctrine, to make that alone 
the teſt of truth, and not ſuffer themſelves to be as 
children toſſed to and fro by every wind of doctrine, 
| by the flight of men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive : but ſpeaking the truth in 
love to grow up into him in all things, who is the head, 
even Chriſt » remembring withall, what the ſame 
inſpired Apoſtle has elſewhere aſſur d us, that as 
| Chriſt is the head of every man, ſo he has a head 
| over him too, and the head of Chriſt is God. 
Tur go on: We hope and truſt, that you will. 
ever more be ready to own and afſert the true and real 
godhead of the Father, the Word, | why not the 
Son? | and Holy Ghoſt, according to the import of your 
ſacred baptiſm. So that the import of our bap- 
tiſm is the faith they declare for; that in the 
unity of the godhead there are three perſons of 
one ſubſtance, power, and eternity; or that theſe 
three perſons are one God, the ſame in ſubſtance, 
equal in power, and glory. But what an opinion 
muſt men have of the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God, if they can ſuppoſe, that he has made it 
neceſſary, that we ſhould believe all this upon pain 
of damnation, and has never given us any clearer 
revelation of it, than what is contain'd in theſe 
| words, Baptixing them in the name of the A, 
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ho Sin, and the Hely Ghoſt ? Is this a revelation 
that theſe three names ſignify not three beings, 
but three perſons, who conſtitute the one God; 
and that tho they are the ſame being or ſab- 
ſtance, they are yet equal to one another in pow- 
er and glory ? Tis poſſible for mercileſs men to 
make ſuch a faith a term of ſalvation. 3 but can 
a merciful God be thought to do ir, without 
peaking plainer concerning it, than he has done? 
Ho can it be neceflary, that we ſhould believe 
theſe are three perſons, and not three beings, un- 
leſs we are inform'd what the diſtinction is be- 
rwieen a being and a perſon ? Can that be mens | 
faith, of the terms of which they. have no 
1 | 55 
Bur they W 5200 a n there ave 5.6" 1 
ries of an unſearchable depth in the divine nature and 
manner of | ſubſiſtence ; ſo you muſt be content to know 


but in part here. No doubt there are unſcarchable | 


. depths in the divine nature; but that will not war- 
rant men to give the name of a myftery to any doc- 
trine they are pleaſed to obtrude upon mens under- 
ſtandings, and then to ſhelter themſelves under 
the myſteriouſneſs of it from any concern to tell 
what they mean by it. I would fain know where 
the unity of the godhead, or the unity of the three 
perſons is . called a myſtery in the ſcripture. But 

- why ſhould not the myſteriouſneſs they talk of 
be as much improved in favour of charity, as of 
a pretended orthodoxy ? Why ſhould not theſe | 
| 3 have thus pleaded in our behalf? © There | 
are myſteries of an unſearchable depth in the 
* divine nature, and you muſt be content to know 
but in part here; and therefore be not raſh in 
judging thoſe who pretend to no more, and 
panes are perſuaded there is to chriſtians but 
one God the Father, and believing all ce 
ie 


C 
e that are ſaid of the Son and Spirit in the holy 
s ſcriptures in the ſenſe in which, aecording to 
< the beſt of their underſtandings, they think they 
<< were intended, deſire to avoid all bold inquiries 
into any ay mh unity there may be of the 
three Perſons, beyond what the holy ſcrip- 
© tures have diſcovet' dg and all irreverent diſ- 
courſes and diſputes about ſo awful a ſubject, 
< humbly ſubmitting their faith to the revelation 
„ which the alwiſe God hath made of himſelf ; 
vithout the additional improvements of con- 
ce vocations and aſſemblies, and patiently wait- 
< ing'for the day of manifeſtation, -when we 
*< Shall tec Af 4s he 38:7 #30 0 2 4h 
Bur I would gladly be inform'd what is 
meant by that cramp term, here hook'd in, of 
Jubſiſtence: and whether it ſerves any other pur- 
poſe, than the amuſing of the vulgar with a new 
myſtery about the myſterious word perſons ? 
Chriſtians, let me engage you to pauſe 4 little 
here, and adore the goodneſs of that God, who 
has contrived the ſcheme of your ſalvation, and 
never attempted to puzzle you with ſuch unin- 
telligible terms as thoſe, who pretend to be his 
only miniſters, would darken his wiſe and holy 
counſel with. What a miſerable wretch muſt I 
have been, if, when God had given me an un- 
derſtanding of my own, and a capacity of per- 
ceiving the meaning of ſcripture revelation, 1 
muſt have been left to the mercy of men, and 
been for ever condemn'd, unleſs J could receive 
this abſurd and unintelligible language of the 
ſchools, and make that a part of my creed, 
which God has never declared, and which the 
men who would urge it upon my conſcience can't 
tell how to explain? I can believe what I find 
God has revealed, when the manner of the thing 
be} 5b 8 | F. 8 | | : 18 
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Aland in need of a new one. 


_ 
anding. I believe, for inſtance; 
that the Son of God, at his incarnation, emptied 
himſelf, according to the apoltle's, expreſſion, 
Phil. ii. 3. and that he then parted with the glory 
he had with the Father before the world was, 
Jom xvii (Which by the way thoſe: men ſeem to 
me to believe nothing of, who place the incar- 
nation of the WoR D merely in his becoming 
related to the humane nature) while I own, I can 
give no accourt at all how he did this. And let 
them produce me any one thing, which is a- 
ſerted in ſcripture, and they ſhall ſee that -I 
heartily and readily aſſent to it; but humane 
myſteries I hope I ſhall never receive, becauſe I 
have no faith at all in the diſcoverers of them, 
let them be ever ſo wiſe, good, and numerous. 
_T xes+ miniſters: may judge the teſts, to 
which they ſo unanimouſly aflent, to be ſound ſum- 
maries of their faith; I hope I may be a good 
_ chriſtian, a true believer, and a faithful miniſter, 
_ while I ſeruple to aſſent to ſomewhat in them; 
and there can be no offence, I hope, in my pre- 
tering the words of the Holy Ghoſt before 
them. I do profeſs if the harmony of the. reformed 
churches lies in ſuch compoſures, and not in the 
holy ſeriptures alone as the rule of faith and 
life, I. cannot harmonize with them; but am 
forced to declare, that if that be true, they all 
have departed from the only ſufficient principle 
of their firſt reformation, and do very much 


s paſt my underſt 


7. 


I have now gone thro the Letter. I would 
farther put the reader upon conſidering ſeriouſſy 
with himſelf, how well the cauſe of popery has 
been ſerved by theſe proceedings of the aflem- 
bly; and in truth their performance merits a 
new edition at Rome, rather than London. Every 
uf one 


A 


one muſt Mike: how well they have recom- 
mended to the people an implicit faith; ſince 
"ris evident they expect men ſhould be determind 
by rheir age) alone, and not by their onda 
ſons, which they have not eſter to pro- 
duce.” And why mould not the people as well 
believe in the rel of a popiſh country, as the 
diffenters in their miniſters? Tgnorance is with 
the Aﬀſembl the mother of devotion, and there- 

fore they ſo induſtriouſſy imitate the laudable 
exam 45 the Romaniſts,” in adviſing people a- 
gain hearing or readin any thing but what is 

id on their own ſide. he) have moſt” glori- 
oully patroniz d the athprity of the inquiſition, 
and laid down the principles upon which they 
proceed in raiſing a ſuſpicion firſt, and then re- 


_ quiring 2 to purge themſelves; and what can 


be wanting farther to promote the noble cauſe of 
precio 7 cannot imagine, nnleſs it be to per- 
ſuade the parliament to intruſt them with à ſe- 
culat power. This we are threaten'd with; and 
indeed tis much to be fear d, that if men are 
left to the uſe of their own undetſtandings, and 
no forcible reſtraint is laid upon them, authority 
will not be NE 1 long to bear up againſt reaſon 
; per {cti But I make no doubt, they Will 
find t Ad as much fruſtrated in thoſe ex” 
| peRatiqns, "AS they are already in others. 
I ̃ be paper is concluded with ſuch a groſs pre- 
varicatjion, that 1 cannot tell how to ſqppoſe 
*twas-addgd by the Aſſembly; J am rather feady 
to ſuſpect, that the editor das here added fome- 
_ o his own. "Rowe let us hear what is 
ai 
There are ſeveral caudi dates for the miniſtry, * 
concur with us in our declared ſentiments concerning the 
Holy Trinity, whoſe names we have not inſerted in our 


E 2 ii, 


Lt, it having never been allowed that any ſhould have 
Ee Te Ki Aſſembly before or dinatiun. 
This muſt belong Sen to thoſe candidates 


dates as were preſent, that they might come and 


formance in a manner r will not much recom- 
mend it to perſons. of MTS 
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ple. And now, 1 ſay unto you, refrain from theſe 
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The hu which was ſubſribed by thoſe, who 
 avould not ee en to the n 
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N a it Kath. been induſtriouſly 
VVV reported, that ſome proteſtant-Diſſenting 
miniſters are ARI ans, denying the divinity-of | 
dur bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus, Chriſt, and 
holding him to be a mere crèature; and that 
they baptize only in the name of the Father : 
Wr, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcrib'd, do 
declare, that theſe reports, as to us, or any of 
our brethren. as far as we know, are falſe and 
ſlanderous: and we ſolemnly proteſt, as in the 
2 of. 705 o, the ſearcher of hearts, that 
. fall the form f ſound words, believing 
5 0 at the ſcriptures ſay concerning the Fa- 
n 1 the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; particularly, 
that the. ny begotten Son 5 God is the Wo RD, 
who was in the beginning, who was with God, 
who was Gop, by whom all things were made, 
who was mage fleſn ; and that he is Go p whole 
throne is for ęyer and ever, Cc. and that we al- 
Ways have been, and are for baptizing in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to the inſtitution of our 
; Saviour, Marth. xxviii. 19. : 
Ms cannot but complain, upon this daun ion, 
of great injury done us by thoſe malicious and 
en ſtories, which we. think have been 
ſpread on purpoſe to defame us, and to render 


1 odious and uſeleſs, tho nothing gontrary to 
the doctrine of Chriſt hath been prov d againſt . 


BY, of us. — ' 
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 Anp we | have forborn to ſubſcribe afreſh untg 
human forms, | becauſe. we ate very tender of 
doing har may ſcem to derogate from the ſuf- 
ficiency of ſeripture, and from that regard we 
owe to the Ronny en of Chriſt as head of the 
church; Taskin fatisfied in the reaſons gi- 
ven againſt m aking ſuch ſubſcriptions by our Bre- 
thren of London, in their Authentick Account of what 
Was done in their Aſſembly at Salterr-hal; which 
we recommend to the ſerious Urs of ach as 
my be ready t to ' queſtion « our cont aud, 
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N the Remarks I have followed the Exeter 


edition of the aſſembly's paper; and there- 
fore if any thing ſhould ſeem to be wrong cited, 
I deſire I may not be cenſured till that is com- 
pared with my eitation. I have very good rea- 
ſon for deſiring this piece of juſtice, becauſe 
when I wrote the Defence of my Caſe, I was very 
much cenſur'd by ſome who ſaw one edition, for 
falſly citing the words of the Account; and that 
too when I was blaming them for miſrepreſen- 
JJ. A IT. OIL 
 Tavs I cited their words, Def. p®1 1. V hat 
he calls an inquiſition, worſe than that of Spain or 
Portugal, is _ evidently one of the plaineſt duties in 
the world, Upon which charge the Account with 
falſhood, becauſe I had not faid, that was an 
inquiſition worſe than any in Spain, but that an in- 
quiſition was as truly ſet up, as ever there was any in 
pain, c. Their words ſtand juſt as I cited 
them in the Exeter edition, which was the only 
one had then ſeen. But they have alter'd them 
in the London edition, and ſay, I hat he calls an 
| Inquiſition as true as that of Spain or Portugal. 
However they have done pretty much in the 
London edition to juſtify me, p. 18. where they 
inſult me with this paſſage : I this erefting an 
inquiſition to wrack their — his worſe than affy in 
Spain or Portugal? TL 


3 


% 


IN 


625 
In another place, Def. p. 28. 1 charged theni 
with repreſenting me as uſing the word m it 
when I only -uſe« bitterneſs. They had oh 'd 
miſtake 5 many copies were Peidbed On off; an 
then corrected the preſs for the reſt. But this? 
I know not what careleſneſs the London edition 
juſtifies my charge, ſee the Account, p. 22. I 
hope I may eſcape cehſure; if any thing of the 
like nature ould Aren, Again. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


#+ 0 has pleaſed God t to let looſe. the rongues 
"of men againſt me yery much of late, and 
the moſt: vile, reports haye gone current among 
ſome people concerning me. Tis. confidently 
5 and believed by many, both in Exeter 
and the country round abour, that I am a Jeſuit, 
enter d into their Society ; ; and ſome, to render 
me the more infam us, have pretended that 1 
was for ſome ſcandalous crime expell'd their So- 


_ ciety. To confirm the character eſto d upon 


me, tis pretended, that Jas born, ſome ſay in 
| France, others. in Spain and with the utmoſt 
aſſurance is it given out every where, that I will 


not declare where I was born, or had my educa- 


tion; and that no one knows. where I lived be- 


: 4 
* 


. likewiſe aſſerted, that they had evidence of my 5 
taking orders at Douay, or F. Omers. _ 


fore my ſettlement in Cambridge. Several have 


TnESE kind of reports I deſpis dat fr, . 


ſpe ciall 97 when 1 knew they were managed by 


Cre 0 


ill fame, and ſpread only among the 


Ae of the people. Bur tis quite otherwiſe 
ö '. = "ROW, 


WEED; 1 
now, when people of ſigure are leaſed to talk 
after the ſame rate. Every 2 that When 
ſueh a ſtory is eurrent, any man that relates ſuch 
a part of it as that, that my beſt friends can't 
tell whence I come; or where I had my education, 
is underſtood. to encourage the whole. Eſpe- 
Eially is there reaſon to think fo of a man, who, 
_ when he is challeng d for this afterwards, ſhall | 
pretend, that upon further enquiry he 1s fatisfy'd 
the ſtory is falſe; and When requir'd to name the 
_ eoncealed author, he pretended before to have 
for his report, ſhall refuſe to on it for fear of ſet- 
«ting families at. variance, a and dilobliging his 
friends. If ſuch a perſon is truly ſincere in de- 
_ claring he never thought or, deſign'd a ch 
ching, I believe all the world mult « cenſ ure his 
Prudence and diſcretion. 
Mr deſign in this Poſtſcripe is to give 4 brief | 
account of myſelf, that I may ſave my ene- 
mies the trouble and ſin of ſpreading ſuch re- 
ports concerning me. And I will be content that 
the whole of what is charg d upon me ſhould be 
taken for granted, if a e 1 1 352 relate 
Ki be WOES: N 


5 * WAS, then, born at London In P of pa- 
rents Who lived in good faſhion, and left a good 
*repuration! behind them for ſobriety and works of 
charity. They were both in communion with 
the famous Mr. Matrbeto Mead of Stepny. B wy 
mother who dy'd laſt, when I was about 
years old, I, with a brother and ſiſter, who Ste 
both older than myſelf, was committed to Mr. 
_ Mead, as my guardian. The reader may gueſs 
"whether I made a ſecret of this, by looking in- 
"to my Vindication of the Di enters, p. 258. where 


haying occaſion to mention Mr. Mead, I take no- 
e 


tice of his having been my guardian. This was 
printed in the year 1717. But the ſame may be 
met with p. II T. of the Latin edition Which was 
Pte ,, Lo a Sides 
 T xxo' the good providence of God, I was 
left by my parents in ſuch circumſtances, as ne- 
ver to need the contributions of any friend or 
fund toward my education. For ſome time after 
my mother's death I lived in Mr. Mead 's houſe, 
and was taught by the ſame tutors he kept for his 
own ſons, one of which is ſtill living, Mr. John 
Neſbitt, a miniſter well known in London 3 £0 
whom, as well as to many of the people at Step- 
#y, the manner of my education was well known. 
Afterwards, by Mr. Mead's direction, I was put 
to other grammar ſchools, and at laſt ſent to 
Utrecht, Where I had my firſt academical inſtitu- 
tion, and heard ſuch men as W itſius, Leydecker, 
Gravis, Leuſden, De Vries, and Luyts ; and was 
well known to the moſt famous Reland, lately 
dead, to the incredible loſs of learning. He was 
then my fellow ſtudent,” but did me the honour, 
when he was afterwards Profeſior, to receive 
letters from me, and to write to me, teſtify ing the 
reſpect he had for me from our firſt acquaintance | 
in the univerſity. The latter part of my time 
abroad I ſpent at Loden, where I attended Peri- 
⁊onius, and Wood eſpecially, hearing Cronove, 
Mark, and Sanbeim occaſionally. I have kind 
letters by me, which I received from. ſame of 
theſe Profeſſors in both unjverſities. There are 
many of my cotemporaries at theſe places dead; 
but there are ſeveral ſtill living ; who, if ask d, 
will, I dare ſay, own, that I had there the repu- 
tation of being both ſober and-ſtudious. I might 
name. ſeveral I had the honour to be known to 
then, and who Iam e ha ve hardly forgot 
| | | 2 me 


% 


ta) 


me ſince; as particularly, my Lord Foley Mr, 
Barrington, now member of Parliament; Mr. Juſ- 
tice D. Dolins of - Hackney ;' Dr. Mead; to whom, 
and his family, Thave been known from a child ; 
 Dri/ Mullins of Sarum; and to ſeveral miniſters, as 
Mr. Bragge of Lund, Mr. Hughti of ue Mr. 
Mayo of Kingſton, - eee IIS; e 8 
ArrER I had gent five years and atpvard at 
theſe two places, I liv'd privately in England, for 
ſome time at London, among my relations, and for 
ſome time at Oxford, where Flodg'd in a private 
houſe, and frequented the famous Bodleian library. 
After this, at the deſire of my friends, I preach'd 
an evening Lecture on the Lord's s days at 'the 
meeting houſe in Miles lane, London, and occaſio- 
nally in other places, without intereſting myſelf 
in the diſputes then on foot between the Preſ- 
byterians and Independents. With the miniſters 
of the former ſort I became well acquainted; 
and at the end of two years, upon their earneſt 
ſollicitations, I ſettled at Cambridge, they them- 
ſelves ſubſcribing liberally for my encouragement 
there. I need not ſay any thing of the: ſatisfac- 
tion my brethren always took in my being there, 
and the rather, becauſe they found I was not the 
moſt diſagrecable perſon to the gentlemen of the 
univerſity: the reſpect and civility of many of 
them I ſhall never forget. I need not proceed 
with this account any further, my enemies pre- 
tending to be inform'd'of the reſt. It is a com- 
fort to me, that their enquiries have not furniſh'd 
thaw with any thing to ſpot my character. 
T x reports of my having been in Fraxce, 
Spin, Douay, or St. Omers, axe utterly groundleſs. 
I had'no inclination to travel before I finiſh'd my 
ſtudies in the univerſity. - When I left Leyden, 1 
did it with à deſi ign * Wuming, and ſpending 
more 


ETSY 


rote time thirds 'and then” travelling i into ſome. 
other parts. But a fit of ſickneſs I had ſoon af - 
ter my coming home made me unwilling to return 
to that air; and by reaſon of my being diſap- 
pointed in my deſign at laſt, I miſs'd of ſeeing 
much of foreign countries. And! can aver, that 
as I never was out of England, till I went to U. 
trecht to the univerſity, ſo I never was, to my re- 
membrance (and Jam confident I do not forget 
myſelf ) in any popiſh country, any further than 
e at Antwerp, where I and my company ſtaid 
About two or three days, and twice as far as Aix 


la chapelle, with a relation who us d the Bath there. 


The ſecond time of my being there, I believe 1 
might ſtay a week or a fortnight, the firſt time 
not ſo long. But in Fance, Spain, Douay, or St. 
Omers, I never-was in my whole life; Nor had 
Lever any other ordination than what I receivd 
by the hands of Mr. Sylveſter, Mr. Woedbinſe, Mr. 
Shower, and Mr. ork raw _ of whom we 
laſt only is now living. T ö 
"Þ HEARTILY, pray God to Fran den re- 
ntance to thoſe, — have been the { readers 
of theſe vile ſlanders concerning me. I adore: 
the kind providence of God, that fuffer 'd not 
ſuch an attack to be made upon my reputation, 
when it might have been too weak to bear it; 
that tis only in ſuch a way ag I can eaſily and 


fully confute; and that it has very little influ- 


ence upon me to diſturb my eaſe and peace. I 


hope 'twill be a warning to the world, not to give 


heed for the future to the reports that may be 

ſpread concerning myſelf, and many others, when 
a party cauſe is concerned. 
IAM ſenſible what the aim is of all the lite 


management, and am ſorry that any ſhould ſo 


ſoon have forgotten th the complaints they uſed to 
make 


” mako of: the inn they me 
ſenſeleſs mob in the pra 
certainly to haye been acgeſſaty to "the meaſur · 


kn declare it is my fixed reſolution, that 


KD: 


with k ene 
ought _ 


that meaſure, which they did not like 


to us 


to have meaſur d to themſelves. For my part, * 


ſay not this from my regarding much ſuch. inſults 
myſelf: I hope I can bear much more for the 
fads of Chriſt, and his truth; and I. can take 


his word, that a e belongs to thoſe who 


in a chriſtian manner endure it: but that is ng. 
excuſe for thoſe who procure it, nor will · it be, 
with any conſiderate prion any great credit to 


their cauſ 


* Waar theſe things. will ine in, God only 


my faith ſhall not ſtand, in the wiſdom of man, but in 
the power. of God. And if the great wrath that 
now daily appears, ſhould pot he able to ſink 
us, I hope all prudent men will admire the onl7 


7 ſupport we deſire to truſt to, the wiſdom and power 


of our good God. He diſappointethybe devices of the 

crafty, * that their; hands cannot perform their enter- 
He taketh, the wiſe in their own craftineſs and 

the he come E: oat is ae ieee . 
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| 'Þ 1 of this Dieters: 3 10 Ati- 


"a and Diſcipline of the \Charch of 
In three Parts. 1. Containing, The Hiſtory of Me- 


Moder of Worſßip. The Second Edition, 8 
II. An Uſeful Miniſtry, a Valid one: Being 
a Setmon preachd at Exon, May 5. 1714, at a 
Meeting of the United Miniſters of Dern 
- Coral. The Fourth Edit. 8w. Price 6 d. 
III. Presbyterian Ordination prov'd 
A Sermon preach'd at an er 
_ cond Edit. $vo. Price 6 ]. 
IV. A Defence of the Diderting Minifry, 
IT; and Presbyterian Ordination ; bells. an Anſwer 
to two Pamphlets: The one intitled, . The In- 
validity of the+ Dilſenting Miniſtry ; the other, The 
© Rational and Moral Conduct of M. Reines 72 
min d, &c. Part I. 8. Price 1. 

V. A Defence of the Diſſenting Miniſtry, and | 
Presbyterian Ordination. Part II. Being an An- 
ſwer 7 the two laſt Chapters of the Pamphlet, 
intitled, The | Rational and Moral Conduct o M.. 

Peirce, examin d, &c- 8 vo. Price 1 5. 6 d. 
VI. A Letter to Dr. Bennet, occaſion d by his 


date Treatiſe concerning the Nomjurors Se rg 


The Second Edition. Sw. Price 6 d. © 
VII. Th auſeleſs: A Sermon preach d 
at Exon, 7 
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ſwer to Dr. Nichols's Defence of the Doc- 


4 toriformity.- 2. Concerning the Doctrine of the 
Church f England. 3. Concerning Diſoipline and 


The Se. 


17. The Fifth Edition, 8 vo. 
IE VIII. 
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